Municipality/Organization: Town of Upton, MA

EPA NPDES Permit Number: MARO041165

MassDEP Transmittal Number: X270586

Annual Report Number Year 13
& Reporting Period: April 1, 2015 — March 31, 2016

NPDES PII Small MS4 General Permit

Annual Report
(Due: May 1, 2016)

Part I. General Information

Contact Person: Vincent Roy Title: Director of Public Works

Telephone #:  (508) 529-3067 Email: vroy(@uptonma.gov

Mailing Address: 1 Main Street, Suite 13, Upton, MA 01568-1687

Certification:

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my
direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate,
and complete. [ am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information,
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

Signature: %%f{'ﬂj 4 %

Printed Name: Blythe C. Robinson

Title: Town Manager, Town of Upton

Date: April 29, 2016
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Attachment- MICM 1: Public Education and Outreach

Help Upton Keep the Blackstone River Watershed Clean!

We hope that you’ve seen the new signs posted around Upton asking for your help to keep the Blackstone River Watershed clean. It
may have surprised you to see the Blackstone River’s name shown on the sign, since it1’s miles away. It’s true, though: with the
exception of the northernmost edge of Town, any drop of rain that lands in Upton is going to flow toward the Blackstone River. The
challenge for the Blackstone River is that it receives stormwater from 28 other Massachusetts communities in addition to Upton- from
Paxton to Plainville- and ten more in Rhode Island, and treated wastewater from several facilities, too. The watershed draining to the
Blackstone River covers a whopping 640 square miles, 60% of which is here in Massachusetts!

Help Upton Keep the
BLACKSTONE

RIVER WATERSHED

clean!

www.CentralMAStormwater.org

With a watershed that large, how can an individual resident possibly do anything to keep it clean?

Well, we can start by not treating our stormwater systems like trash cans. Our drainage systems- which include pipe, ditches, catch
basins, drain manholes, rain gardens, and more- are designed to move water safely away from roadways during storm events. Catch
basins can remove some sand, salt, rocks, gravel and other debris present in that stormwater (as long as they’re cleaned out regularly),
and some structures can remove oil, metals, and some nutrients, like nitrogen and phosphorus. However, stormwater is NOT treated
by a facility like the one that treats Upton’s wastewater. When motor oil is dumped (or a bag of pet waste is flung) into a catch basin,
those pollutants enter the surface water body. Grass clippings dumped into a ditch or stream don’t become habitat- they decompose,
removing dissolved oxygen from water and stressing fish and other aquatic life. Leaves and dirt swept from a sidewalk into a catch
basin don’t disappear- they enter a steam, if they don’t clog the pipe first!

Thinking about connectivity of the drainage system to surface water
can go a long way to reducing pollution.

Preventing water pollution can include some other simple changes in everyday behavior. Before deciding if fertilizer would improve
your yard, test your soil with a kit commonly available at home improvement centers: it may be that your soil would not be improved
by the addition of nitrogen, phosphorus, or potassium present in most fertilizers. If you chose to use fertilizer, follow the application
instructions on the package, including the time of year to apply it. The “more is better” approach to lawn care has been proven
ineffective: applying twice the recommended weight per square foot won’t make the grass twice as green. When applied in excess,
nitrogen and phosphorus run off lawns during rain and enter surface waters, where they create algae blooms and remove dissolved
oxygen from the water. Don’t apply fertilizer right before a large storm, and take care to prevent spreading it on your driveway, paved
walk, or other impervious surfaces where it will run off with the rain. Removal of piles of pet waste from your lawn will prevent
bacteria and more nutrients from washing into streams.

In the next few months, we’ll share more information about how the Upton’s Department of Public Works (DPW), Conservation
Commission, and Planning Board are working together to protect our local water resources- part of helping keep the Blackstone River
Watershed clean. This will involve a new page on the current DPW website, www.upton.ma.us/Pages/UptonMA_DPW/index, that’s
dedicated to sharing information on how our daily activities- like catch basin cleaning and street sweeping- help reduce stormwater
pollution.

Until then, you can learn more by visiting the Central Massachusetts Regional Stormwater Coalition website- Upton is one of 30
members!- at www.CentralMA Stormwater.org, or the Blackstone River Watershed Association page at www.thebrwa.org.
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